
Ukraine Prosthetic Assistance Project



The Problem

● Prosthetic industry in Ukraine has extensive infrastructure, however, there are significant gaps in 
knowledge and  the system has not been modernized. There are 74 prosthetic and orthotic 
facilities, but Ukraine Prosthetic Assistance Project is the only initiative offering professional 
development to specialists at this time. There is no formal education program for P&Os. 

● Only one leading manufacturer of prosthetic components was present on a Ukrainian market for a 
long time resulting in a lack of access to the variety of designs used in other countries. . 

● The war in Eastern Ukraine has created additional challenges. A large number of complex cases 
had to be addressed in a short time frame. Prosthetic industry was completely unprepared. Some 
amputees were sent abroad to be fitted and rehabilitated.    This approach is not sustainable due 
to follow up issues and inability to create local capacity. Ukraine previously relied largely on 
Russia to support any continuing development of the P and O system. The current lack of 
cooperation between Russia and Ukraine has left Ukraine to search for alternative sources of 
cooperative support. 



Main Goals:
1. Training of Ukrainian specialists in 

various techniques related to 
prosthetics and rehabilitation as well as 
introduction of new technologies

2. Implementation of a multidisciplinary 
patient oriented approach 

3. Fitting amputees in collaboration with 
local specialists and creating a network 
of trained specialists within Ukraine 



● Raise funds for the project (Canada, USA, Australia)
● Assemble an international  team of experts in P&O and amputee 

rehabilitation who would travel to Ukraine as volunteers for 
two-week-long training sessions 

● Find properly equipped facilities in Ukraine that would be able to host 
such missions 

● Select candidates (male and female, military and civilian) with mostly 
complex cases of upper and lower limb amputations

● Invite Ukrainian specialists for the  two-week workshops
● Schedule rehab seminars and invite potential attendees
● Arrange translation services, transportation, and all other logistics
● Conduct missions
● Assess results, report back to the community , sponsors and donors
● Plan next steps

Step by step plan



 TEAM
Answer the question, “Why are we the ones to solve the problem we identified?”

Antonina Kumka
Ukraine Prosthetic 

Assistance Project Director

President, CUIA Fund

Volunteer

Jon Batzdorff
Ukraine Prosthetic Assistance 

Project Technical Director

President, ISPO USA, 
Prosthetika Non-Profit, CPO

Volunteer

MISSION CORE VOLUNTEERS

Christopher Fantini - Certified Prosthetics/Orthotics specialist, 
DVA Regional Expert, USA
Chad Nilson - Certified Prosthetics/Orthotics specialist, Canada
Elena Tsymbalyuk - on site coordinator, 
Interpreter, UPI/CUIA Fund, Ukraine
Lynsay Whelan - Occupational Therapist (military background), 
USA
Eric Ramcharran - Certified Prosthetics/Orthotics specialist, 
President elect of American Board of P&O Certification, USA
Laura Burgess - Registered Physiotherapist, ISPO GB 
Treasurer, Great Britain
Josef Butkus - Occupational Therapist, Chief of OT for Amputee 
Program, Walter Reed Military Rehabilitation Centre, USA
Alicia White - Registered Amputee Physiotherapist, USA (Sports 
Specialty)
Karina Vogen - Certified Prosthetics/Orthotics specialist, USA
Donald MacAllister - Registered Physiotherapist, USA
Pamela Butterfield - Registered Physiotherapist, USA
Marc Spence - Certified P&O, Australia
Andriy Pivtoran - on site coordinator, 
Registered Physiotherapist, CUIA Fund, Canada



The Missions

Mission one - May 2015 (Kyiv, Ukraine)

4 prosthetists, 1 occupational therapist and 1 physiotherapist 
(US and Canada) travelled to Ukraine and worked with 9 
Ukrainian specialists (prosthetists and rehabilitation 
specialists), fitted 6 amputees (above knee, above elbow, 
below elbow, partial hand). During the first mission a 
myo-electric hand and partial hand types prostheses were  
introduced in Ukraine for the first time, as well as Ukrainian 
specialists were exposed to the patient-oriented 
multidisciplinary approach for the first time. 



Mission two - April 2016 (Lviv, Ukraine)

4 prosthetists, 2 occupational therapists and 2 
physiotherapists (US, Canada and UK) travelled; 
worked with 13 Ukrainian prosthetists and several 
rehabilitation specialists. Seminars were held on 
amputee rehabilitation. 10 amputees were fitted. 
Numerous consultations were held. For two weeks the 
specialists were working together hands-on; three 
specialists were certified in Touch Bionics technology; 
ITAL (Toughware Prosthetics) was used and a manual 
translated. Extensive education provided on pre and 
post prosthetic rehabilitation and multidisciplinary 
approach. Five specialists selected for a one week 
exchange workshop in Canada. 

The Missions



Mission 3 - July 2017 (Dnipro, Ukraine)

The mission was mostly sponsored by DAP 
(Australian Embassy in Ukraine). 4 prosthetists, 1 
occupational therapist and 1 physiotherapist (US, 
Canada, Australia and UK) travelled; worked with 15 
Ukrainian prosthetists and several rehabilitation 
specialists. In addition, one-day seminars were held 
on amputee rehabilitation. 14 amputees were fitted 
with Sports Prostheses. Numerous consultations were 
held. For two weeks the specialists were working 
together hands-on, fabricating upper and lower limb 
sports prostheses; using specific activity devices for 
the first time. Extensive education provided on pre 
and post prosthetic rehabilitation and multidisciplinary 
approach. 

5 Amputees used their sports prostheses to compete 
in Invictus Games (Toronto, Canada). One Bronze 
Medal was won thanks to the provided upper limb 
rowing device.

The MissionsThe Missions



Patient Population

● War amputees with a range of above and below 
knee lower extremity amputations, transradial 
and transhumeral upper limb amputations, 
partial hand amputations

● Civilian amputees - war victims, accident victims 
and congenital defects

● Ages between 17 y.o. and 60 y.o.
● Male and female
● Cases of multiple and bilateral amputations
● Patients in pre-prosthetic stage for consult and 

patients requiring modifications/refabrications



Facilities (Mission 1 and 2)
Lviv State Prosthetic FacilityKyiv - Private Clinic “OrtoTech” 



Facility (Mission 3)
Dnipro State Prosthetic Facility





PROJECT OUTCOMES TO DATE

30 P&O and 10 Rehabilitation 
Specialists from different parts of 
Ukraine were trained in a 
hands-on environment in a 
number of new techniques and 
approaches of fitting prosthesis,  
amputee rehabilitation and care

Over 300 hundred specialists 
attended Occupational Therapy 
and Physiotherapy seminars
Over 40 clients were consulted 
(still requiring prosthesis and those 
already living with one) for further 
management and treatment plans

36 amputees received one or two 
functional prosthesis and were 
taught how to use them. A follow 
up plan was developed  and 
established for each candidate. 
Several sockets were refabricated

7 specialists from four 
different parts of the 
country were trained and 
certified in fitting and 
servicing Touch Bionics 
myo-electric hand and 
partial hand prosthesis

New technologies, 
including sports 
prostheses, were 
introduced and 
manuals translated.
ITAL by Toughware 
Prosthetics was very 
well received by 
amputees who it was 
fitted for. 
TRS prosthetic 
attachments were 
used to fabricate 
custom attachments 
for amputees, who 
wished to do sports 
activities, such as 
weight lifting, rowing 
or biking



FUTURE PLANS
Conduct future missions to Ukraine (as 
needed).

Facilitate the creation of a network of 
specialists within Ukraine and help them 
organize exchange workshops and 
conferences.

Bring Ukrainian specialists to other 
countries, including Canada and the US, 
for training and exchange

Facilitate/support the development of 
formal P&O education in Ukraine

Two-Week Missions

Exchange and networking within 
Ukraine

Formal P&O and Amputee Rehab 
Education

Exchange abroad



HOW TO SUPPORT or GET INVOLVED
Visit and share the Project page  
Donate towards the Project
www.cuiafund.org
Volunteer in Canada/USA/Ukraine
contact@cuiafund.org 

http://www.cuiafund.org/prosthetics-project.html
http://www.cuiafund.org
mailto:contact@cuiafund.org

